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Our Esteemed Stakeholder,

Thank you for being part of our efforts towards preventing and |
countering violent extremism in the IGAD region and beyond.

The Centre is delighted to present the second quarter newsletter
which highlights activities implemented in the period between
April and dune 2022.

In the quarter, the Centre attained +5000 followers in our Twitter
platform. Follow us on twitter @_ICEPCVE to keep up with
activities being rolled out.

In this issue you will read on the collaborative efforts the Centre is
engaging in to bring together state and non-state actors involved
in P/CVE to share experiences, exchange ideas on how to
coordinate/cooperate better and develop counter messages to
undermine VE ideologies

Additionally, we are happy to report that our network is expanding. In the quarter, we
inducted and enrolled newly mapped CSOs, researchers, teachers and media practitioners
to the Centres digital hub, a safe virtual space bringing together state and non-state actors
to engage and share experience in P/CVE efforts.

We hope that you will enjoy reading this issue. Thank you!

Dr. Simon Nyambura
Director, ICEPCVE

@_ICEPCVE Doicercve www.cve.igad.int
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United 4 Peace

Successful engagement in PCVE g
requires a holistic and inclusive ®
approach. To this end, the Centre held the | .
first regional peer to peer workshop in
PCVE which brought together state and S
non-state actors who included; researchers,
journalists, teachers and government s
officials from key ministries all drawn from
ICEPCVE digital hub. This workshop
provided a platform to share experiences
and best practices learnt in efforts towards
PCVE. In addition, seven counter messages _
follow the conversations from the

were developed by the state and non-state :

_ _ workshop and beyond on Twitter
actors. This three-day workshop held in platform @ ICEPCVE.
Nairobi 6-8 April, 2022 was supported by « \Watch the videos developed on our
the Government of Denmark. See the YouTube channel @ICEPCVE.
workshop_photos.

e Check the hashtag #United4PCVE to

Reviewing Progress

Assessing progress and evaluating outcomes is |
key towards realizing set goals and objectives. To &
review the implementation of the current IGAD e
Regional Strategy for P/CVE, the Centre organized a
three day workshop from 11-13 April, 2022 in Mombasa,
Kenya which brought together key stakeholders
comprising; researchers, youth, women and CSO ‘
representatives drawn from the ICEPCVE network,
government representatives, development partners
and IGAD staff from key divisions. This forum enabled
critical assessment and discussions of the progress
attained over the years in implementation of the _, - e B
current strategy, explore best practices and suggest This Workshop was supported by the
practical strategies for maximizing the impact and European_Unlon Trust Fund (EUTF) through
- . the Austrian Development Agency (ADA)
visibility of the Centre towards preventing and under the IPPSHAR Program

countering VE in the region.
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Countering Exclusivism
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Effective cooperation and collaboration
between state and non-state actors in-%___—
crucial to counter duplication of efforts. It
Is in this spirit that the Centre organized a
three day workshop held in Nairobi 6-8 June, |
2022 to review strategies laid out in (@
ICEPCVEs Collaboration Framework for
State and Non-State Actors on P/CVE
(2021-2026) and lay out practical measures
to overcome challenges marring effective |
collaborative efforts. This workshop brought
together representatives drawn from e Check the hashtag #United4PCVE to
ICEPCVEs youth and CSO network as well ~ follow the conversations from the
as government officials from key ministries, ~ WOrkshop ~and beyond on Twitter
: : platform @ ICEPCVE

departments and agencies charged with the

. _ _ e See the workshop concept and
responsibility of P/CVE in the IGAD region. agenda
This workshop was supported by the
Government of Denmark.

Expanding Networks

Amassing a critical movement of good people
determined to contribute towards a peaceful and
secure region is important in P/CVE efforts. In this
quarter, the Centre inducted and enrolled newly
mapped CSOs, researchers, teachers and media
practitioners from IGAD region in the digital hub, a
safe virtual space which brings together state and
non-state actors to engage, learn and share
experiences in PCVE and related conversations

% ICEPCVE

Did you know...

ICEPCVE digital hub is a multi-lingual networking mobile enabled platform that
provides a safe virtual space for state and non-state actors to learn and share on
P/CVE and related matters

@_ICErcVE  (ZJ@ICEPCVE www.cve.igad.int
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External Engagements
10-12 May 2022

The Director, Dr. Simon Nyambura participated
and made a presentation on the initiatives that
the Centre is implementing in Eastern Africa at
the Strong Cities Network workshop on 'Elevating
the Role of African Cities in Preventing Extremism
and Hate: Mapping City Needs and Priorities'

| Workneh Gebeyehu to the  Brookings
_a | Institution public event, 'Challenges facing
" the Horn of Africa’ where the ES discussed

Africa. In addition, Director accompanied
“the ES in a series of meetings with US
21-22 June 2022 government officials.

The Director was part of the delegation that ,
accompanied IGAD Executive Secretary, Dr. <\

Conflict mediation and Peace Processes held
in Norway. The Director also joined the |
Executive Secretary for a meeting with
Norway Ministry of Foreign Affairs who
committed to explore support to the Centre.

24 June 2022
The Director was part of the delegation that
accompanied IGAD Executive Secretary, Dr.
Workneh Gebeyehu to the Ministerial Conference
on Uniting for Global Food Security held in Berlin,
Germany. This was timely as the current Horn of
Africa food crisis is highly likely to result in
radicalization and recruitment of young people
in violent extremism if not urgently addressed.

www.cve.igad.int
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Inter-Engagements

In the second quarter, the Centre engaged with other IGAD departments to effectively
deliver its mandate towards a peaceful and secure region.

26-28 April 2022

The Centre represented by the Head of Programmes, = ==wa,

Ms. Rachael Mpiriirwe and Head of Strategic = /y SAP \& .. srospermyano
Communications, Dr. Martha Njiiri took part in regional =~ ¥, /5] REIONATINIESR B
training on ‘Women, Peace and Security (WPS) = ™=
Agenda’ to enhance  knowledge  towards
implementation of the AU-Continental Result -

Framework on WPS anchored on UNSCR 1325

14-17 June 2022 :
The Director took part in the IGAD Peace and Security - [gF:{eF N\ E1e20 (] ] 4
Division Workshop convened with the aim of validating =~ {cay[paS GG TN
the Peace and Security Strategy in addition to  K=Eaalli
assessing potential partnership opportunities and . fesibebkestm:

I ilizati - It o F workon [
exploring resource mobilization strategies to utilise. o ];'g:egim pESKIthe

el
P |
fro Mty

11-12 May 2022
The Centre took part in the 4th Technical
Committee meeting geared towards
development of the IGAD Regional Strategy
to Prevent, Counter and Respond to the
threat of Improvised Explosive Devices (IEDs)
The Deputy Director, Mr. Mohamed Ibrahim
made a presentation on the IGAD PCVE
Strategy highlighting the linkage of

Did you know... radicalization and VE acts which include use
of IEDs.

Mme Fatouma Mohamed Kamil, an ardent ey

member of ICEPCVE Dijibouti CSO VAT

Network is the first woman to be elected 'Q‘Q‘.;)f

Deputy Mayor of Djibouti City. She was L

sworn in office on 27 April 2022. pass e

i Development of a Regional Strategy to Prevent, Counter
The Centre congratulates her and wishes B b ond totho Thremd

her the very best as she discharges her | jmprovised Explosive Devices (IED) in the IGAD Region

duties.
F 4th Technical Committee Meeting

11-12 May 2022
Djibouti

wWo_icercve (JeicEPCVE www.cve.igad.int
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Strategic Partnerships

The Centre focuses on forging strategic partnerships at the national, regional and
international levels to empower at risk communities to reject radicalization and
recruitment into violent extremism.

Joint National Strategic and Crisis Communications for P/CVE

ICEPCVE in partnership with the United Nations
Office of  Counter-Terrorism/Counter-Terrorism ) 575 Sl enone 8
Centre (UNOCT/UNCCT) held a Joint PCVE Strategic —
and Crisis Communication National Workshop for ittt
Government and Civil Society on 23-27 May 2022 in |
Kampala, Uganda. This workshop brought together IC Y

members of government communication departments % QN7
and members from the ICEPCVE CSO Network from g
Uganda to strengthen their understanding of terrorist
and violent extremist communications objectives and
exploring best practice approaches to planning &
effective crisis communications.

This workshop was integral in coming up with consistent messages that the government and
civil society in Uganda can jointly employ when dealing with VE related incidences.

Joint Regional Strategic and Crisis Communications for P/CVE

ICEPCVE in partnership with The United Nations

Joint Regional |’ Office of  Counter-Terrorism/Counter-Terrorism
Strategic and Crisisg - Centre (UNOCT/UNCCT) held a subsequent joint
Communications " regional workshop in Nairobi, Kenya which brought
Workshop " together government officials working in key
S0y o ministries dealing with P/CVE from Kenya, Djibouti,
Nairobi, Kenya FRwanda, Tanzania and Somalia. This workshop

enabled development of a regional communications

approach to violent extremism crises by employing
effective crisis communications strategies to avert
spread of public terror.

@_Icercve (@ eicercvE www.cve.igad.int
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Visit by Sudan Delegation

A

The Centre received courtesy visit by Mr.
Esameldin Marzug, Director for Sudan
National Counter Terrorism Centre
(SNCCT) accompanied by Mr. Jamal and
Mr. Talal from Sudan Embassy in Djibouti
on 13, May 2022. The Centre is keen on

advancing collaborative efforts with
SNCCT.

Visit by the AUDA-NEPAD Delegation

8 The Centre hosted the African Union
Development Agency (AUDA-NEPAD)
delegation 22-23 June 2022 who were on a
| mission to explore opportunities for
enhancing synergy with what IGAD is working
on as a regional economic community.

In Other News...

o The Centre participated in the East Africa Community (EAC) Workshop on Combating
Terrorism and Its Nexus to Transnational Organized Crime on 9-11 May 2022 held in
Mwanza, Tanzania. Ms. Rachael Mpiriirwe, Head of Programmes made a presentation
on ‘Regional VE Vulnerabilities, Interventions Underway and Lessons Learnt’

e The Centre took part in a joint virtual workshop organised by United Nations Office of
Counter-Terrorism/Counter-Terrorism Centre (UNOCT/UNCCT) and the African
Centre for the Study and Research on Terrorism (ACSRT) on 27-28 June 2022 which
brought together all African Union Member States and the Regional Economic
Communities to explore best practices for state and non-state actors to enhance
resilience of communities at risk of radicalization into violent extremism through
strategic and crisis communications. The Head of Strategic Communications, Dr.
Martha Njiiri made a presentation on 'Strategic Communications for P/CVE in the
Horn and East of Africa.'

W icercve  ([EJoICEPCVE www.cve.igad.int
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Analysis of VE Attacks in the Quarter

The threat of violent extremism has been a major obstacle in the IGAD region undermining its
peace and security. This fragile region has encountered various violent extremist attacks mainly
happening in Somalia, Kenya and most recently Uganda by the Al-Shabaab and the Islamic State

of Iragq and Syria (ISIS) insurgency groups.

April: There were at least seven reported VE
attacks in Ethiopia, Gondar and in Mogadishu
and Jowhar in Somalia linked to Al-Shabaab. The
insurgency group largely used car bombs and
mortar attacks to execute the VE incidences in
addition to roadside bombings and improvised
explosive devices (IEDs)

May: Al-shabaab launched their attacks majorly in
Mogadishu, the Capital City of Somalia; at least
eleven VE attacks were reported. The tactics
utilised include; use of improvised explosive devices
(IEDs), vehicle-borne improvised explosive devices
(VBIEDs) and road side bombings

June: Al-shabaab directed their attacks on military
bases in Somalia and Kenya; Ugandan ATMIS base
and Kenyan ATMIS base in Somalia and Kenya
Defence Forces base in Kiunga, Lamu County. At
least twenty one VE attacks were reported. Direct
attacks, roadside bombs and improvised explosive
devices (IEDs) were largely utilised to carry out the
attacks directed to government officials, military
troops and civilians.

Retaliatory efforts saw Al-Shabaab suffer heavy
losses in the month of June; 67 militants died in
Galgadud region, 14 in Hiiran region, 4 in Gedo
region, 17 in Kismayo District, 5 in Southwest
Somalia and 6 fighters captured in Lower Shebelle
region

There is a upward trajectory in the number of
violent extremism incidences over the months in the
second quarter. Following the election of President
Hassan Sheikh, Al Shabaab leadership vowed to
double its military campaigns to oust the new
government and establish an Islamic caliphate in
Somalia. It is likely that Al Shabaab will intensify the
terror attacks in the coming months to put more
pressure on the new Somali administration

@_Icercve (3 eicercve
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Figure 1: Reported VE attacks in the Quarter
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Figure 2: Tactics Used to Carry out VE attacks in the Quarter
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Galgadud Hiiran Gedo Kismayo S.West Somalia
Figure 3: Depicts the Al-Shabaab militants that died in the

month of June 2022
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Our Partners

We are grateful to our partners for the support which has enabled
implementation of different projects towards building regional capacity to
prevent and counter violent extremism
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IGAD Member States

European Union

- AUSTRIAN
" DEVELOPMENT
AGENCY

United States Agency for Government of Sweden
International Development

Government of Italy United States Department of State United Nations Development
Programme
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